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TIME WASTED. 
To what extent are men of science re- 
sponsible for the credulity which everywhere 
prevails in reference to all matters relating 
to scientific discovery or accomplishment? 
This question is not to be lightly set aside, 
for the existing condition may well create 
alarm among all who seriously consider the 
welfare of science, of scientific men and of 
the people generally. Several causes have 
conspired to bring about this condition, two 
or three of which may be mentioned. To 
begin with, during the century which is 
now approaching its end scientific discov- 
eries and their applications have been so 
numerous and so far reaching as to prac- 
tically revolutionize conditions of material 
existence, and they have often been so won- 
derful in character that it ought not to ex- 
cite surprise to find intelligent people ready 
to accept without question announcements 
of inventions and discoveries of the most 
improbable and absurd character. Along 
this line the evil influence of a sensational 
press is enormous. It was bad enough ten 
years ago, but it has been greatly magnified 
by the recent and, on the whole, unfortunate 
cheapening of processes of illustration to 
the seductions of which nearly every news- 



